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figure 1.  Ripley scroll. Huntington Library, HM 30313 (details).
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The scrolls themselves mark a high point in the alchemical emblem tradition that
flourished in early modern Europe, a tradition that includes the Rosarium philosopho-
rum 
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with spiritual and Neoplatonic allegory. The Compound of Alchymy includes several



chemicum that “Thomas Mundaye wrought this Scrowle May 10th Anno. 1598.”18 One
of the scrolls in the British Library attributes some verses to “James Standysh,” but the
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during the first stage of transmutation; 6) Congelation, or the translation of liquid to
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burnt to powder, ashes in the third degree of Fire, and afterward so
closed in, be putrefied with the exactest putrefaction of Horse-dung, into
a mucilaginous [that is, sticky] phlegm, then that phlegm may be
brought to maturity and become a renewed and new-made chick: to wit,
if that phlegm be again enclosed in its former shell or receptacle. This is
to revive the dead by regeneration and clarification, which indeed is a
great and profound miracle of Nature.

38This “new-made chick” illus
trates the principle of new life 

deriving from putrefied mat-

ter, a process explained in det
ail by Aristotle in three treatis

es on animals and revived

by early modern alchemists w
ho drew on examples from na

ture to describe the spon-

taneous generation of new cr
eatures from dead matter, inc

luding maggots emerging

from decaying flesh and bees 
circulating around animal car

casses.

39

�



Others imagined blood as a symbol for the philosopher’s stone itself or for the med-





In citing the Turba philosophorum
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over icons of the sun and moon, which finds an obvious parallel in the Ripley scrolls, as
does the sexual union of the chemical wedding as depicted in the roundels that circu-







Latin word that Hermes uses for “matter” is “materia,” which was probably linked to
the prima materia of Aristotle.52









Research for this essay was made possible by a Dibner fellowship at the Huntington Library in
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Perfect heate & decoction



What is the Stone thou must know here
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[Verses on scroll beneath blue globe:]
In the sea withouten lees





Both pope emperrour and king I wisse
Prieste and Clarke and Allsoe Frier




