


tools, Wright’s narrative acquires a new relevance in an era marked by the pro-
liferating deaths of cis, trans*, and non-binary black people at the hands of law
enforcement officials (often black and brown men) and white vigilantes.2 Some
have called this an epidemic of fatal anti-transgender violence in the United
States.3 Compounding these tragedies is the recent public knowledge that
many of our most beloved entertainers and pundits continue to hold, or previ-
ously held, anti-gay beliefs.4

































Although African American homosexuality, unlike its heterosexual counterpart,





disavowed. While other scholars acknowledge the possibility of Baraka’s past
same-sex desire, they prefer to view his depictions of homosexuality as largely
symbolic (see Marlon B. Ross [“Camping”] and Darieck Scott). Jos�e Esteban
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