
“But You’re Not at All like Bertha”:
Contemporary (Black) Trans* Studies and



tools, Wright’s narrative acquires a new relevance in an era marked by the pro-
liferating deaths of cis, trans*, and non-binary black people at the hands of law
enforcement officials (often black and brown men) and white vigilantes.2 Some
have called this an epidemic of fatal anti-transgender violence in the United
States.3 Compounding these tragedies is the recent public knowledge that
many of our most beloved entertainers and pundits continue to hold, or previ-
ously held, anti-gay beliefs.4 Taken together, both developments contribute to
the ongoing tensions that complicate the already fraught relationship between
black heterosexuals and the black LGBTQþ community.



people can l-look at you and s-see that you’re a man.” However, Carl has antic-
ipated his wife’s principal objection and has a ready answer for her:
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(294). A short while later, the protagonist must use every cunning at his disposal
to fend off the husband’s brutish sexual advances, even having to comically wres-



women are nonwomen-nonmen. This conclusion is based on our premiss of



‘abnormal’ identities” (
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man, one should not assume that either man is a homosexual in terms of identity
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African Americans have of sharing a collective fate in an anti-black world, and the
priority Ruff himself seems to attach to Blackness over gayness, there is little mys-



a sexual deviant, at least to whites, even to white lesbians, gay men, and transgen-



Although African American homosexuality, unlike its heterosexual counterpart,
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disavowed. While other scholars acknowledge the possibility of Baraka’s past
same-sex desire, they prefer to view his depictions of homosexuality as largely
symbolic (see Marlon B. Ross [“Camping”] and Darieck Scott). Jos�e Esteban
Mu~



http://www.oed.com/view/Entry/1051?rskey=Nv5VdC&hx0026;result=1#eid
http://www.oed.com/view/Entry/1051?rskey=Nv5VdC&hx0026;result=1#eid
http://www.oed.com/view/Entry/1051?rskey=Nv5VdC&hx0026;result=1#eid
http://www.oed.com/view/Entry/1051?rskey=Nv5VdC&hx0026;result=1#eid
http://www.oed.com/view/Entry/1051?rskey=Nv5VdC&hx0026;result=1#eid
http://www.aeon.co/essays/why-trans-inclusive-language-is-no-threat-to-cis-women
http://www.aeon.co/essays/why-trans-inclusive-language-is-no-threat-to-cis-women
http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/the-murder-of-black-transgender-women-is-becoming-a-crisis/2019/06/17/28f8dba6-912b-11e9-b570-6416efdc0803_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/the-murder-of-black-transgender-women-is-becoming-a-crisis/2019/06/17/28f8dba6-912b-11e9-b570-6416efdc0803_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/the-murder-of-black-transgender-women-is-becoming-a-crisis/2019/06/17/28f8dba6-912b-11e9-b570-6416efdc0803_story.html


D
ow

nloaded from
 https://academ

ic.oup.com
/m

elus/article/46/3/93/6377087 by Bow
doin college library user on 22 January 2022

http://doi-org.ezproxy.library.unlv.edu/10.1177/1462474514541711
http://doi-org.ezproxy.library.unlv.edu/10.1177/1462474514541711
http://www.thegrio.com/2019/06/24/confronting-black-mens-roles-in-the-murder-of-black-transgender-women/
http://www.thegrio.com/2019/06/24/confronting-black-mens-roles-in-the-murder-of-black-transgender-women/
http://www.thegrio.com/2019/06/24/confronting-black-mens-roles-in-the-murder-of-black-transgender-women/


Prosser, Jay.

D
ow

nloaded from
 https://academ

ic.oup.com
/m

elus/article/46/3/93/6377087 by Bow
doin college library user on 22 January 2022

http://www.jstor.org/stable/3299563
http://www.deanspade.net/2011/02/03/about-purportedly-gendered-body-parts/
http://www.deanspade.net/2011/02/03/about-purportedly-gendered-body-parts/
http://medium.com/&hx0040;elwoodwatson890/black-america-sexuality-and-the-politics-of-homophobia-590d7492218b
http://medium.com/&hx0040;elwoodwatson890/black-america-sexuality-and-the-politics-of-homophobia-590d7492218b
http://medium.com/&hx0040;elwoodwatson890/black-america-sexuality-and-the-politics-of-homophobia-590d7492218b


Weheliye, Alexander. “After Man.” Twenty Years of American Literary History: The
Anniversary Volume, special issue of


