Natural Theology and the Qur’ama and hunafa

® along with its evocation of the
wonders of creation as evidence of God’s existence and power, meant that at least
some of the Qur’an’



has been given as 685/1286 or 692/1293,**



scholars did not understand al-IjT to be offering them any sort of compromise.?® They
implied that there was no purpose to evocations of the natural world in kalam texts






Actually, although observations alone would not be sufficient evidence for a ninth
orb,*® once one posits a ninth orb responsible for the daily motion, observations would
necessitate that this ninth orb encompasses all others because all celestial bodies move
with the daily motion. Al-Isfahant, unfortunately, had no comment.

Al-Baydawr’



imparted to that material. This suggests al-Baydawi’s willingness to consider



that those suited to understanding tafsir had to be familiar with material outside the
religious sciences.®® Nevertheless, al-Baydawi’s discussions of science were brief but



Not surprisingly, al-Bay












original fitra who were most able to grasp the import of God’s signs in nature. Those
of uncorrupted intellect (khalisa ‘an shawa’ib al-hiss) were those best suited to going






in the vein of natural theology, or al-Baydawi has said that while one cannot exclude
the possibility of God creating everything in an instant, there are advantages to
thinking about God’



8 Anver Emon, ‘Natural Law and Natural Rights in Islamic Law’,






290a), the proof that the moon could not be rotating in an epicycle is that the same side of the
moon is always visible.

28 Al-Ghazali (in The Incoherence of the Philosophers, tr. Marmura (Provo, UT: Brigham
Young University Press, 1997), p. 6), acknowledged that the proofs were correct and founded
on arithmetic and geometry. Al-Ghazali did not mention the role of hads (‘conjecture’,
‘intuition’) in the astronomers’ demonstration. The case of eclipses, though, was an example
that Ibn Sina gave for hads in Kita









66 See also Jar Allah al-Zamakhsharr,









