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36 Slave Participation in Fact and Fiction 

to fight as does Higginson's Army Life. Two reasons why Higginson's 
account of black soldiers has received less attention by historians are its 
inherent contradictions and its decidedly literary features. Army Life is 
riddled with sweeping generalizations of black men, whom Higginson ad
mires for their "capacity of honor and fidelity" while marveling at "the 
childish nature of thi 0 12.5 268.59 653.92 c
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42 Slave Participation in Fact and Fiction 

soldiers become symbols of unequivocal American patriotism, and it is an 
image that is captured by the film Glory. By introducing Robert in this 
romance, Harper shows readers the glory of the colored troops. He 
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