
Financial aid can be confusing and overwhelming, particularly for those 
who have not participated in the process before. Here are the definitions 
for some key terminology used by the Student Aid Office at Bowdoin.

Financial Aid Terminology Decoded 

Application Requirements

http://www.bowdoin.edu/studentaid/deadlines.shtml
http://fafsa.ed.gov
https://student.collegeboard.org/css-financial-aid-profile
https://student.collegeboard.org/css-financial-aid-profile
https://student.collegeboard.org/css-financial-aid-profile
http://fafsa.ed.gov
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/types/grants-scholarships
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/types/grants-scholarships


Financing
Bowdoin does not use loans to meet financial 
need and therefore does not include loans in 
financial aid notices. However, some families 
opt to use financing options to manage their 
family share. Loans must be repaid.

FEDERAL DIRECT LOAN: A federal student loan; part of 	it may 	
be subsidized.

	 Subsidized: Your loan does not accrue interest while you are 	
in school.

	 Unsubsidized: Your loan accrues interest while you are in school.

FEDERAL PARENT PLUS LOAN: A federal parent loan.

HOME EQUITY LOAN: A loan that is sometimes a better 
alternative to other educational loan options.

PRIVATE LOAN: A loan from an entity other than the government.

INSTALLMENT PLAN

/student-aid/pdf/financing-information.pdf
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/types/loans/subsidized-unsubsidized
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/types/loans/plus
/bursar/pmtplan/index.html
https://student.collegeboard.org/css-financial-aid-profile
http://www.bowdoin.edu/studentaid/prospective-students/need-blind-full-need.shtml
https://bowdoin.studentaidcalculator.com/survey.aspx
mailto:sao@bowdoin.edu
/student-aid/apply-for-aid/off-campus-study.html
/student-aid/apply-for-aid/off-campus-study.html
https://app.myintuitionapp.org/institution/79de738b-7b6c-4232-a0c8-d45044e13789/costestimator
mailto:sao@bowdoin.edu
http://www.bowdoin.edu/student-aid

